
MARCH 2006: Driest March On Record  
At All Three Major Airports; Fourth Driest  

Month Ever Recorded in Washington

PREcipitation Summary and Temperature Observations
For the Washington, DC & Baltimore, MD Area

                                      Andrew Horvitz, Melody Magnus, NWS Office of Climate, Water & Weather Services 
                               Contact: Andy.Horvitz@noaa.gov, PRESTO online at: http://www.weather.gov/os/presto/

March Highlights  

Above normal temperatures and record dryness across the Washington/Baltimore area
Driest March on record at all three major airports (DCA 0.05”, IAD 0.07”, BWI 0.18”)
Driest month at DCA, BWI and IAD since October 2000
Fourth driest month ever recorded in Washington and BWI; tied with October 2000 for 2nd driest at IAD
Moderate drought conditions develop across metro areas and points east by month’s end
No measurable precipitation at DCA from 3rd-20th and from 15th-31st at BWI
Washington observed 14th month in last 17 with above normal temperatures
Maximum readings of 85oF at DCA and IAD, 84oF at BWI on 13th
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Ten Driest Months Ever Recorded in Washington

T
o

ta
l
P

re
c
ip

it
a
ti

o
n

(I
n

.)

Trace
0.02

0.03
0.05

0.11

0.14

0.19
0.20

0.22

0.26

Oct
1963

Oct
2000

Apr
1985

Mar
2006

Sep
2005

Sep
1884

Dec
1889

Sep
1967

Dec
1955

Apr
1942

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/impactgraphics
http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/impactgraphics

